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BSC1010C, GENERAL BIOLOGY I, CRN 13268 

FALL 2020 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
 
Instructor: Robyn Falcone, Ph.D.                                            
E-Mail: rfalcone@valenciacollege.edu 
Office: Virtual (via email or Zoom conference)                 
Phone: (407) 582-5733 
Office Hours: (please note that all office hours for the fall term will be held virtually via email 
Google Meet, or Zoom conference) 

Monday                    12:00pm – 2:00pm  
Tuesday                    12:00pm – 2:00pm  
Wednesday               12:00pm – 2:00pm  
Thursday                  12:00pm – 2:00pm 
Friday                        12:00pm – 2:00pm (email only) 

  
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Contact Hours: 6 (3 lecture and 3 lab)                                                  
Credit Hours: 4 
Class meeting days, hours, and location: * Due to COVID-19, this course is online only. 

Prerequisites:  Satisfactory completion of all mandated courses in English, English for 

Academic Purposes, reading, and mathematics. 

Refund of Fees: The Drop/Refund deadline for this course is Monday, August 31st. 
  

REQUIRED LECTURE MATERIALS 

1. Textbook (e-text) Urry, et. al. (2020).  Campbell Biology, Custom Edition for 
Valencia College, Volume 1 (4th Edition) w/ Mastering Biology. 

2. Narrated PowerPoint slideshows comprising the course lecture notes are also 
available on Canvas for use by students. 

3. Webcam and microphone that can be used for proctoring during examinations, 
along with Google Chrome as your browser.  See the TESTING POLICY below. 

 REQUIRED LABORATORY MATERIALS 

McGraw-Hill, (2021) Connect Access Code for Biology Virtual Labs, 1st Edition. ISBN: 
9781264349739. 
  

mailto:dcurtis8@valenciacollege.edu
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Important Dates: 

Drop/Refund Deadline:   31 Aug-2020 

No Show Reporting Period:   1 Sept -10 Sept 2020 

Labor Day Holiday:    7 Sept 2020 

Withdrawal Deadline:   30 Oct 2020 

Veterans Day Holiday:   11 Nov 2020 

Thanksgiving     25-29 Nov 2020 

Term Ends      13 Dec 2020 

Final Grades Viewable in ATLAS   15 Dec 2020 

Winter Break     23 Dec 2020 - 3 Jan 2021 

 

Valencia Community College Core Competencies 
The faculty of Valencia Community College has identified four core competencies that define the 
learning outcomes for a successful Valencia graduate. These competencies are at the heart of the 
Valencia experience and provide the context for learning and assessment at Valencia Community 
College. You will be given opportunities to develop and practice these competencies in this class. 

 
The Four Core Competencies are: 

1. Think – think clearly, critically and creatively. Analyze, synthesize, integrate and 
evaluate in the many domains of human inquiry. 

2. Value – make reasoned judgments and responsible commitments. 
3. Communicate – communicate with different audiences using varied means. 
4. Act – act purposefully, effectively and responsibly. 

 

Expectations and Goals 
Health science careers seek students who earn a “B” or better in their science courses as a measure 
of their future success.  In order to efficiently succeed, attend all lectures and laboratories, read the 

textbook BEFORE attending class or watching lectures , have a notebook and take notes of the 
narrated lectures so that you will be able to fully understand the topics.  For the laboratory, read 

the procedures of the scheduled labs BEFORE attending the lab, so that you can fully understand 
the experiments and perform them intelligently. Students that attend class or view lectures, listen 
and participate have the best grades. 
 

 
Class Policies 
 
Format of Online Lecture and Laboratory   
The professors at Valencia College did not plan to have Biology as a fully online course.  The 
laboratories in Valencia College are interesting and rich in content, especially the Biology labs.  My 
intention is for you to not miss any of the quality of instruction due to our social distancing and 
lack of attending labs face to face.  I hope to enrich your understanding of the same material as we 
would cover in the laboratory by using and interactive lab simulator in Connect, and more photos, 
videos, and exercises online. 
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Lecture: 
Due to the unusual nature of having a Biology course completely online, you will be most 
successful if you are diligent in keeping up with the schedule.   

1. Listen to every Lecture: The lectures are Powerpoint, found in Canvas Modules.  I am 
narrating the course material as if we were still meeting in class.  

2. Chapter Reviews:  The lecture assignments follow the Pearson Mastering Biology textbook 
and you will work Chapter Reviews in Pearson's Mastering Biology section of Canvas.   

3. Check Your Understanding Questions: (EXTRA CREDIT)  Lectures will also finish by 
asking you to restate what you learned with "Check Your Understanding" (CYU) questions 
provided at the end of the lecture narrations.  You will type or hand-write the answers to 
the CYU questions and submit them electronically through Canvas (this may consist of 
scanning if you choose to handwrite your CYUs).  Although these CYU assignments are 
extra credit, the answers to the questions contain nearly all the answers for the 
exams.  Completing the CYU questions will give you a higher grade if you do them and 
study from them.  Additional lecture assignments may be given, as deemed appropriate. 

 
NOTE: Anytime a professor offers you extra credit, USE IT!  I cannot tell you how many students 
come to me at the end of the semester very close to an A or a B and did not do the extra credit that 
would have given them the higher grade. It is to your benefit, and for better test grades, to see the 
CYUs as not extra credit, but view them as mandatory for this class. 
 

Laboratory:   
1. McGraw-Hill Connect LearnSmart Labs:  The lab assignments will consist of weekly lab 

simulations within the LearnSmart labs in Connect.  You will demonstrate proficiency in a 
virtual laboratory, and your grade will depend on the level of competency in the lab.  

2. Quizzes:  After completion of the lab in Connect, you will use the information you learned 
to take the Laboratory Quiz in Canvas each week by Saturdays.  The lecture quizzes and 
the lab quizzes will be taken, and your answers submitted, through Canvas.  These quizzes 
will examine your understanding of the topics covered within the lectures and/or the lab 
for that material we have been discussing up to that point.   

These are formative assessments to help determine your current understanding of the material we 
are working on at that time. The lecture and lab quizzes can include multiple-choice, fill-in-the-
blank, true/false, and short answer responses.  You should also keep in mind, that these lecture 
and lab quizzes are also timed, so you will have to complete the assigned quiz within the 15 
minutes I have allotted for the given quiz. There will be NO dropped quizzes in this course, so it 
is imperative that you are prepared for every quiz.   

 
Exams: 

The course material is divided into 5 Units.  Each Unit lecture exam will consist of 55 multiple-
choice questions.  It is also important to remember that the exams are timed; you will have 50 
minutes to complete each of the lecture exams and one and approximately 45 minutes for each of 
the lab exams. There will be NO dropped exams in this course, so it is imperative that you are 
prepared for each one.  The unit lecture and lab practical exams will be given on Canvas and opens 
at 12:00 am on the morning of the exam.  Students will have 24 hours (the day in which to take the 
exam), but once started, you will have 50 minutes to take the 55 question exam.  Exams will cover 
all the material within a given unit, as outlined in the course schedule.  However, since this is a 
progressive course, it is common to see concepts from prior units reappear on subsequent unit 
exams.  If you miss the lecture exam, you will be required to take a make-up assessment for that 
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material. Failure to take any of the assessments in the course will result in the student being 
given a grade of 0 (zero) for that assessment. 
 

GRADING / MAKE-UP POLICY 
Each lecture and lab assessment will be given over a range of days and times to provide the most 
flexibility when it comes to your opportunity to complete that assessment.  If you miss the 

deadline for a quiz or exam, the score will be counted as a zero (0).There will be no dropped 
quizzes or exams in this course and I will not provide make-up quizzes or exams to offset those 
that were missed.  As such, it is your responsibility to make sure that you complete each 
assessment on, or before, its scheduled due date.   
However, if you miss a single unit lecture exam, for any reason, I will use the grade you receive 
on the cumulative Final Lecture Exam to replace the grade of zero (0) for that one unit lecture 
exam.  If you miss two or more unit lecture exams, then this policy will only apply to one of the 
missing unit lecture exams, with the remaining missing unit lecture exams being assigned a grade 
of zero (0).   
Under no circumstances will your test scores, total points, or final grades be discussed on the 
telephone or over e-mail.  FERPA rights to privacy prevent the divulging of scores or related 
materials by these means.  Scores will be provided and updated regularly through your Canvas 
course. 
 
  

GRADING SCALE   
Your grade will be based on a point system as follows: 
Lecture Assignments  10 maximum points each 
Lecture Quizzes       10 maximum points each 
5 Unit Lecture Exams  100 maximum points each 
1 Final Lecture Exam   150 maximum points total 
Lab Assignments    10 maximum points each 
Lab Quizzes             10 maximum points each 
  
The Grading Scale is Based on a Percentage of the Total Points Possible: 

90-100% = A 
80 - 89% = B 
70 - 79% = C 
60 - 69% = D 
< 60% = F 

Remember, you have CYU lecture questions that can earn extra credit points to improve your 
grade throughout the course.   
  
 

TESTING POLICY 
Academic Honesty Agreement:  You will be required to sign an academic honesty agreement, 
and this must be on file with me prior to the first Unit Exam – you will only have access to take the 
Unit 1 Exam if your signed agreement is on file.  
 

Honorlock: Valencia college has adopted the Honorlock application as the remote proctoring 
application for online examinations this fall. Honorlock is an online exam proctoring service to 
promote academic integrity during online testing.   

https://valenciacollege.edu/faculty/canvas-resources/online-remote-proctoring-students.php
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By enrolling in this course, you consent to the use of the proctoring software, including but not 
limited to any audio and/or visual monitoring which may be recorded during the exam.   

• A significant benefit of this, as a student, is that you do not need to create an account, 
download software, or schedule an appointment in advance.  You have the flexibility to 
take your exams on your schedule, when you are ready, within the time constraints of the 
exam schedule itself. 

• Additionally, the requirement for proctoring during the course is only for lecture and lab 

EXAMS.  You WILL NOT need to access Honorlock proctoring for lecture or lab QUIZZES. 

• Note: If, for any reason, HonorLock is not available for an exam, report it immediately to 

HonorLock tech support and your instructor. Any exam taken without HonorLock will 
receive a zero. 
For more information about Honorlock proctoring click here. 

• To take an online exam, you will need:   
➢ A laptop or desktop computer with a microphone (not a tablet or phone)  
➢ A webcam 
➢ Reliable Internet connection  
➢ Photo identification in the form of a Valencia-issued student ID card or 

government-issued ID card (i.e. driver’s license, passport) 
➢ Google Chrome downloaded (required browser) 
➢ Honorlock Chrome Extension downloaded 

• To ensure that your computer meets the minimum requirements for Honorlock proctoring, 
go to https://honorlock.com/support/.  Scroll down and click on the button that says 
“Run System Check”.  You should also confirm that your upload and download speeds are 
adequate by clicking on “Show Speed Test”. 

• For more information about Valencia College and its relationship with Honorlock, visit 
here. 

• You will be remotely monitored and recorded while taking the exam, including your 
internet activity, attempted use of other devices and interactions with other people at your 
location. Canvas will also keep a record of your internet activity separately, including 
during the exam.   

• I will have a simple Pre-Test for you to take during the first week of class so that we can 
work out the glitches in the Honorlock system, ans eve4ryone will be familiar with it prior 
to Unit 1 Exam. Also, Honorlock support is available 24/7/365. Support access is built into 
Honorlock in real-time.  

• Under no circumstances will the use of any resources, including a textbook, notes, other 
people, or any electronic devices (other than the computer on which you are taking the 
exam) be permitted during the exam.  This means you will want to take any examinations 
in a quiet location where you will not be disturbed and in an area that is clear of anything 
that might raise a "red flag" with the proctoring service.  Honorlock specialists will also 
review the session after you complete the exam to ensure the integrity of the 
examination.  Your instructor will only be notified in the event that an issue has been 
detected.   

• Any clearly identified evidence of cheating on an exam will result in a zero for the 
exam.  A second incidence will result in you being administratively dropped from the 
class. 

 
  

https://honorlock.com/students/
https://www.google.com/chrome/?brand=CHBD&gclid=CjwKCAjwqJ_1BRBZEiwAv73uwOdMgfo6w2jRYwQeMaGP_zdF8jUt2fxhF6RJTyd17J37_K7IdkhjthoCF3kQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/honorlock/hnbmpkmhjackfpkpcbapafmpepgmmddc
https://honorlock.com/support/
https://valenciacollege.edu/faculty/canvas-resources/online-remote-proctoring-students.php
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LATE WORK POLICY 
Lecture and lab assignments will be collected on, or before, the day that they are due for full 
credit.  If you miss a given due date, you can still turn in the lecture or lab assignment for a 10% 

reduction in grade per day that the assignment is late.  However, no assignments will be accepted 
after the lecture or lab exam is given in which that material is covered.  
  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
I will offer Zoom conference sessions to discuss lecture and/or lab concepts as needed.  The times 
of these sessions are intended to provide flexibility for students to be able to attend and still 
balance work and family life. Considering the nature and amount of material that will be covered 
in this course, it is important for your overall success to make every effort to attend at least one 
weekly session, as failing to do so will only increase the difficulty of this course.  If you do miss a 
week, it is entirely your responsibility to discover what occurred during your absence from a 
classmate.   
 

WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE POLICY 
Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a 
student who withdraws from class before the withdrawal deadline of Friday, October 30th at 

11:59pm will receive a grade of “W”.  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal 
deadline.  A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam 
period for violation of the class attendance policy. A student who is withdrawn by faculty for 
violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W”. Any student who withdraws or 
is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be 
assigned a grade of “F.” 
Students on financial aid should consult an advisor or a counselor before withdrawing from a 
course; there may be financial aid implications to the student which he or she must know about to 
make an informed decision before withdrawing from a course.  Students with some scholarships 
who withdraw or are withdrawn from a class must pay the college for the cost of the class.  Other 
scholarship sponsors may also require repayment. 

 
Before you withdraw from this course, you should be aware that course withdrawals: 

• Will increase the cost of your education 
• May affect your financial aid status 
• May affect your transfer grade point average 
• May result in your having to pay the full cost of instruction fee to retake the course 
• May affect your anticipated graduation date 
• May result in your being denied access to limited access programs 
• May affect your eligibility for the Honors Program 
• May affect your immigration status if you are attending Valencia on a nonimmigrant visa 
• Will result in your required repayment of course fees paid by a Bright Futures scholarship. 

 

Conditions That Apply to a First or Second Attempt in a Course On or Before the 
Withdrawal Deadline 
During a first or second attempt in the same course at Valencia, if you withdraw, or are withdrawn 
by the professor, you will receive a W (Withdrawn). You will not receive credit for the course, and 
the W will not be calculated in your grade point average; however, the enrollment will count in 
your total attempts in the specific course.  Following withdrawal, you may, with the professor’s 

https://valenciacollege.edu/about/general-counsel/policy/documents/volume4/4-07-academic-progress-course-attendance-and-grades-and-withdrawals.pdf


7 
 
approval, continue to attend the lecture for the remainder of the term.  However, due to liability 
issues, you cannot continue to attend the laboratory component of the class  

 
After the Withdrawal Deadline 
A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline. A professor may withdraw 
you up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy, as 
published in the faculty member's syllabus, in which case you will receive a grade of “W”. If the 
professor does not withdraw you, your grade will be what you had earned. 
For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07, please visit here:  
 
It is important to note that I WILL NOT withdraw students from this course under any 

circumstances. If you need to withdraw from the course, for any reason, it is up to you to do so 
through ATLAS.  Any student who is still in the course after the withdrawal deadline will receive 
whatever grade he/she earns in the course. 
  

 
STUDENT CONDUCT POLICY 
You are advised to read and understand Valencia’s policies concerning student conduct. Students 
are expected to comply with all Valencia College policies regarding academic honesty and other 
requirements presented in the college catalogue. Cheating of any form, including plagiarism or 
signing in for another student on the roster, will not be tolerated, and carries the risk of 
receiving a grade of zero (0) for the assessment in question and/or removal from the college in 
accordance with Valencia’s academic honesty policy.  Unless otherwise stated, you are expected 
to complete assignments independently. 
  
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY 
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification 
to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific 
needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students 
with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. 
West Campus, SSB 102, Phone: (407) 582-1523 
 
 
 BAYCARE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH’S STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Valencia is committed to making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college 
experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with 
psychological issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance 
abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or 
work.  Students have 24-hour unlimited access to the Baycare Behavioral Health’s confidential 
student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800) 878-5470.  Three free 
confidential face-to-face counseling sessions are also available to students. 
 
A Victim Service Center’s Sexual Assault Hotline is also available at (407) 497-6701 or (407) 500-
HEAL (4325). 
  
COLLEGE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

• A full description of all College policies can be found in the College Catalog here. 
• The Student Development resources can be found here.  

https://valenciacollege.edu/about/general-counsel/policy/documents/volume4/4-07-academic-progress-course-attendance-and-grades-and-withdrawals.pdf
https://www.victimservicecenter.org/
https://catalog.valenciacollege.edu/
https://valenciacollege.edu/students/student-development/index.php
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• The Policy Manual can be found here. 
• The college calendar can be found here. 

 
USEFUL INFORMATION REGARDING CANVAS 

• This link is to the current Student FAQ page for Canvas.  
• This link is included in the FAQ’s and outlines the minimum system requirements to 

support Canvas.   
  
DISCLAIMER 
This is an outline of course policies and procedures.  If I make changes to these policies, I will 
inform you of these changes via a Canvas announcement.  Your continued participation in this 
course after the add-drop period constitutes an agreement with and an acceptance of the 
conditions presented within this syllabus. 
 
  

https://valenciacollege.edu/about/general-counsel/
https://valenciacollege.edu/about/general-counsel/
https://valenciacollege.edu/faculty/canvas-resources/student-faqs.php
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10721-67952720328
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LETTER FROM THE DEAN 

Expectations of a Valencia College Science Student 

Welcome to the Science Division of Valencia College’s West Campus; we are enthused to have this 

opportunity to assist you in achieving your educational goals.  Higher education is a privilege and 

an opportunity; it is your responsibility to realize that you are in control of those behaviors and 

actions that can enable success in this course.  

From your professors, you can expect the following: 

1. They will be prompt, courteous and respectful.   

2. They will provide a professional learning environment throughout the entire scheduled 

instructional period. 

3. They will provide an up-to-date syllabus; when changes need to be made, they will announce 

changes in a manner that is conveyed to all students in their class. 

4. They will provide you with a course that is of necessary rigor to prepare you for the career you have 

chosen; because the class you are taking transfers to a four year college or university, it will be 

taught with the same academic expectations.  The bonus of starting your education at Valencia, 

when compared to attending a four year college, is you will be able to get more personal attention 

with small class sizes and you will be able to save money; the classes are not easier. 

5. They will offer time outside of class to discuss your questions. 

6. They will be available to discuss your class concerns in private, outside of class time; you should try 

to resolve your class concerns with your professor before you try to voice your concerns with 

administrators. 

7. They will respond to emails within 2 business days. 

8. They will expect from you what they have expected from the many students who passed their 

classes in the past. 

In return, this is what your professor will expect from you: 

1. You will be prompt, courteous and respectful.   

 Prompt means you come to class on time, ready to work, with all assignments completed 

before you enter class or lab.  It means that you have studied, that all conversations, texting and 

diversions come to a stop and that you are ready to contribute to a positive learning environment 

from the beginning of the class or lab.   

 Courtesy means you are polite in your attitude and behavior towards your professor and 

classmates.  

 Respectfulness means that you regard everyone’s classroom experience as valuable to 

them, that you accept your professor’s expertise and experience to create relevant course 

objectives and that you treat college and personal property with care. 

2. You will read your syllabus; your syllabus is a contract between your professor and you.  Be aware 

of deadlines to complete assignments on time and know your professor’s attendance policy.  You 

will need to attend class for the full length of time allotted to your science class and lab. 
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3. You will be aware of Valencia College policies and procedures found in the college catalog; 

ignorance of policies and procedures doesn’t mean they don’t apply. 

4. You will be serious about learning; it is your responsibility to be an active participant in your own 

learning.  You will need to devote sufficient time to learn the material presented by your professor; 

for most students, this means you will need to spend at least two hours studying for every hour of 

instruction.  Learning is an action verb; you will need to do more than sit through class and reread 

your notes to be successful.  To succeed in higher level classes, you must retain the information, 

concepts and skills you will learn; this can only happen if you work at learning to make the course 

content a part of your long term memory.  Do not cram!! 

5. You will be encouraged to produce your own study guides.  Most college professors do not provide 

study guides, but they can give you tips that will help you produce your own study guides to gain a 

better understanding of the course content.  

6. You will be expected to participate fully in classroom activities.  The work you produce must be 

your own; cheating in any form is not tolerated and your professor will have specific consequences, 

in their syllabus, which will be enforced should cheating occur. 

7. You will be expected to contribute to a positive learning environment.  Avoid classmates who speak 

negatively, or who have a negative outlook, about your class or your professor.  Instead, get to 

know your professor during office hours; you will learn much more with a positive attitude. 

8. You will be held to a high standard of maturity and responsibility.  Disruptive behaviors will not be 

tolerated in the classroom or lab.  First time disruptions will be handled by your professor and may 

include a request that you leave the class or lab.  Very serious or repeated disruptions will be 

reported, to the Dean of Science and the Dean of Students, with specific consequences that can 

include your permanent removal from the class.  Disruptions include: 

- Being noisy when arriving late to class or leaving early. 

- Carrying on private conversations while the professor is talking. 

- Disrespectful language, tone and mannerisms.  

- Sleeping or attempting to sleep in class. 

- Repeatedly asking unnecessary or irrelevant questions. 

My wish is that you get the best learning value from the science classes that you are taking.  With 

everyone abiding by the expectations in this letter, your science classes at Valencia should be the 

next step in achieving your academic dreams.  

Dr. Robert Gessner 
West Campus Dean of Science 
Valencia College 
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LETTER FROM THE DEAN 

Expectations of Academic Integrity 

Welcome to the Science Division of Valencia College’s West Campus; we are enthused to have this 

opportunity to assist you in achieving your educational goals.  In working to provide you with the best 

learning experience at Valencia College, my expectation is that each of our faculty and students maintain 

the highest ethical academic standards.  

From your professors, you can expect the following: 

1. They will be on time to class and available during their scheduled office hours. 
2. They will return graded tests, labs and other assignments when promised and within a reasonable 

period of time. 
3. They will answer emails and phone calls within 48 business hours. 
4. They will properly cite their references and resources, where applicable. 

 

From you, we expect the following: 

1. You will take your exams without referring to any books, notes, electronic devices or classmates 
unless you are specifically instructed that a test is open-book or collaborative. 

2. You will not tell other students about test questions or answers before or during their exam and 
you will protect the exam from being seen by others. 

3. You will avoid even the appearance of cheating by not looking in the direction of other exams, by 
not wearing clothing/hats/visors that hide your eyes, by keeping your belongings, other than pens, 
pencils and erasers away from your desktop, by going to the restroom before the exam and by 
asking your professor for permission and supervision if you need to retrieve another pen, pencil or 
eraser from your backpack or purse. 

4. You will not allow anyone else to be the author of any part of your essays, lab reports or other 
written assignments and you will not include any materials from any sources (books, journals, other 
students, the internet, etc.) unless you give credit to those sources. 
 

It is my hope that you will think about why it is important that we each show academic integrity and how 
cheating and plagiarism affect all of us, including those guilty of these academic crimes.  Some students 
think that it only hurts their grade if they get caught cheating or plagiarizing, but cheaters typically lie not 
only to others, but to themselves.  Eventually, cheaters pay a price.   
 

➢ Those who cheat typically fail licensure exams, since they don’t really know the material.   Without 
a professional license, they won’t be able to get employment.  Would you want to be treated by a 
doctor who cheated in order to pass an exam that covered his or her knowledge of your disease?  
Also, if they falsify a patient’s medical records, can you guess what can happen to them? 

➢ Research scientists who falsify data are typically discredited and their reputations can be 
permanently ruined. 

➢ Although you may think your professors have no clue when a student is cheating, usually your 
classmates do and some will inform your professor. 

➢ Cheating becomes habitual.  See what happens when employees cheat their employer. 
➢ Students who let others cheat off them are not doing anyone a favor.  If you are in a highly 

competitive field, you may ultimately be aiding your competition. 
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➢ Guess what a professor says to a student seeking a letter of recommendation when they know the 
student cheated or plagiarized. 

➢ Finally, what happens to a person’s self-esteem and to their reputation when they act unethically 
by cheating or plagiarizing?   
 

Use the following as your guide: “Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic 

honesty.  All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, 

research, and self-expression unless the assignment specifically states ‘group project.’  To get the most out 

of each of your classes, it is best to learn how to study for long term comprehension, not just to memorize 

facts.  Study so you can teach others what you are learning.  My motto is, “if you can’t teach what you are 

learning to others, you don’t really know the material.”  Academic dishonesty, in the forms of cheating and 

plagiarism, will not be tolerated and for most of our science professors will result in a student getting a zero 

on a test or assignment for the first offense and then an F for the course if a student is caught cheating or 

plagiarizing again; at that point the Dean of Students will also be notified.  Don’t throw away your dreams 

and your reputation by showing a lack of academic integrity.  We wish you the best and want you to 

succeed and be proud of your accomplishments at Valencia.  

Dr. Robert Gessner 
 
Valencia College West Campus Dean of Science 
 

 


